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Judicial Council Conducts Public Outreach Event
In October, Judicial Council members met in

Jonesboro for their semi-annual meeting.
Approximately 128 circuit, appellate, retired and newly
elected judges and justices attended the three day meet-
ing.  As outgoing Judicial Council President, Judge
Rice Van Ausdall/2nd Cir., turned the gavel and
presidential duties over to incoming President, Judge
John Dan Kemp/16th Cir.  Other officers for the
2008 - 2009 term are: Judge Harry Foltz/12th Cir.-
President Elect., Judge Kathleen Bell/1st Cir.-Secretary,
and J.D. Gingerich, Director, AOC-Treasurer.

Current Judicial Council Board members are Judge
John Fogleman/2nd Cir., Judge Lance Hanshaw/23rd
Cir., Judge John Homer Wright/18th E. Cir., Judge
Vann Smith/6th Cir., Judge Mark Lindsey/4th Cir.,
Justice Annabelle Imber/Supreme Court, Judge John
Scott/19th W. Cir., Judge David Guthrie/13th Cir.,
and Judge Phillip Whiteaker/23rd Cir.

A first of its kind event occurred during the confer-
ence.  As a public outreach endeavor, over 80 members
of Judicial Council went out into schools in the
Jonesboro, Nettleton and Valley View School Districts
and visited with students about the court system in
Arkansas.  They also showed the new video created by
the Arkansas Bar Association, entitled “A Level Playing
Field: Why The American Legal System Matters To
You.”  Over 70 classes were visited by Council
members.  

At the business meeting, Senator Jim Luker of
Wynne was presented the “First Branch Award”.  The
“First Branch Award” was established in 1992 to recog-
nize outstanding service on behalf of and for the
improvement of the state judicial system by a member
of the Arkansas Legislature. 

(See Judicial Council on page 2)

Judge Vann Smith (right) looked on while Senator Jim Luker
accepted the “First Branch Award.”

Judge Larry Boling-2nd Cir. and Judge-elect Rep. Earnest
Brown-11th W. Cir. visited a music class at Jonesboro High
School.



Judicial Council (continued from page 1)

Court of Appeals Judge-elect Courtney Henry visited an art
class at Jonesboro High School.

Justice Paul Danielson spoke to science students about the
court system.

Those serving during 2007-2008 as Judicial Council Officers and Board: (Seated) Vann Smith, Annabelle Imber, Rice Van Ausdall,
John Dan Kemp, Lance Hanshaw, Carol Anthony. (Standing) John Homer Wright, Joe Griffin, John Fogleman, Mark Lindsay,
Alan Epley, Kim Smith, and J.D. Gingerich.

The Arkansas Supreme
Court conducted oral argu-
ment at Phillips Community
College of the University of
Arkansas in Helena in
November.

The Helena visit was only
the eighth occasion in mod-
ern times that the Supreme
Court has held court outside
of Little Rock.  Since 2002,
the Supreme Court has held
oral argument in Fayetteville,

Fort Smith, Jonesboro,
Monticello, Hope, Harrison
and Bentonville.  

Amendment 80 to the
Arkansas Constitution, adopt-
ed by vote of the people in
2000, provides that the
Supreme Court may meet at
such times and places as
designated by the Court.

Following the oral argu-
ment, the Justices visited with
students at several schools in
Helena.

Justice Robert Brown visited with high school
students at KIPP (Knowledge Is Power Program)

School in Helena.



In the spring of this year, the
National Center for State Courts
(NCSC) began recruiting experi-
enced and knowledgeable U.S.
court administrators to volunteer
to travel to Kosovo to assist that
country’s endeavor to create and
implement judicial reform. The
International Programs Division of
the NCSC is engaged in a multi-
year contract with the U.S. Agency
for International Development to
conduct the work. J.D. Gingerich,
Director of the Arkansas
Administrative Office of the
Courts has just recently returned
from a stay in Kosovo as a volun-
teer in this effort.  

Gingerich lived in Pristina, the
capitol of Kosovo, for two weeks
and worked directly with the
Kosovo Judicial Council Secretariat
(KJCS) which is the equivalent of
Arkansas’s Administrative Office of
the Courts.  Three areas of major
concern at the moment for the
judicial system in Kosovo are (1)
the lack of a decentralized person-
nel system (2) the lack of a collabo-
rative budget preparation system
and (3) the lack of a long-term IT
plan.  Using the services of an
Albanian foreign language inter-
preter, Gingerich spent his stay
working on reforms and imple-
mentation of improvements in
development, acquisition, and
management of the budget for the
judicial branch in Kosovo.

In a recent interview Gingerich
spoke of the fact that Kosovo is a
new country, having declared its
independence in February, 2008,
and written and ratified a new
Constitution, which only became
effective in June. Difficulties in the
governance of Kosovo are com-

pounded by the fact that a dispute
remains as to the validity of its
independent status, the continuing
authority and role of the United
Nations, and questions about what
law should govern the operation of
the judicial system.

Despite all of these limitations,
he found the people of Kosovo and
those working within the court sys-
tem to be extremely bright and

Arkansas AOC Director Works With Kosovo Judicial Branch

Sebastian County Dedicates
New Courts Building

capable, incredibly optimistic, and
greatly appreciative of the help and
assistance that the United States
has given to them. There is a par-
ticular connection between the
people of Kosovo and Arkansas -
two of the best known and most
revered Americans are Bill Clinton
and Wesley Clark, both of whom
played key roles in the military
action which initially protected
Kosovars and later led to the estab-
lishment of an independent repub-
lic.  

After his two week experience,
Gingerich said he received much
more from the trip to Kosovo -
both personally and professionally -
than he was able to contribute, and
that it served as a great reminder of
the blessings we have and take for
granted of the existence of a  sound
judicial system and the public’s
respect for and support of the rule
of law.

Gingerich with Kosovo Judicial Council
Secretariat Employees

Sebastian County dedicated a
new courts building on October
10, 2008.  Governor Mike Beebe
was the guest speaker along with
Congressman John Boozman.  The
facility houses the six circuit judges
and three district judges that serve
the Fort Smith District of
Sebastian County.  Greenwood is
the other county seat in the bifur-
cated county.  One district judge
has his office in Greenwood and
the circuit judges each travel to
Greenwood a couple of times a
month to hear cases.   

The new building houses only
court operations.  In addition to

the judges and their staff, the
building contains the prosecuting
attorney’s office, the circuit and
district court clerks’ offices, and
space for juvenile intake and pro-
bation services.   

The building was paid for by
savings in a county sales tax and a
two million dollar investment by
the City of  Fort Smith.  The total
cost of the new facility is fifteen
million dollars.  One of the circuit
court rooms is equipped with the
latest up to date technology which
includes video screens for the jury

(See Sebastian on page 4)



January
New Circuit Judges 7-9
Orientation (Little Rock)

February
District and City Court Clerks 13
Certification - 2nd and 4th Districts
(Little Rock)

District Court Officers 19-20
(Hot Springs)

March
Trial Court Assistants 5-6
Conference (Little Rock)

April
Drug Court Conference 15-17
Conference (Little Rock)

District Judges
Spring College 23-24

District Court Clerks Annual Mtg.
(Hot Springs)

CALENDAR
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Address Correction Requested

New faces
in the Judiciary

Official Court Reporter
6th (Proctor) — Kimala Hardin
replaces Neva Warford

District Court Clerks
Mountain View — Gail Jason
replaces Pam Henderson
Bryant — Lindsey Dinwiddie
replaces Debbie Broadway

City Court Clerks
Cammack Village — Leah White
replaces Lynde Manley

Court Reporters
19th West (Scott)
Therese Olenberger
replaces Linda Spence

AOC
Contract Trainer (ACAP)
Rebecca Armstrong

and large screen televisions for the
audience to view exhibits.  

All administrative functions of
the county remain in the old court-
house which was constructed in
1937 as a Public Works
Administration project.  This
includes the county judge, assessor,
treasurer-collector and county
clerk.  

The new building comes with
security requiring all to enter one
front entrance with a magne-
tometer and physical search.
Hundreds of knives and at least
two firearms have been confiscated
since the opening of the building.
Circuit Judge Jim Spears comment-
ed, “All who use this wonderful
facility are thrilled to have a new
and very functional building.”  

Sebastian
(continued from page 3)

Happy Holidays!
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